
 

Canada – UK Co-Production Forum 2022   |   Agenda & Bios 
 

10:00 – 10:15   | Welcoming remarks 

Laura Lumsden, High Commission of Canada in the UK 

For over three years, Laura has served as Head, Creative Industries & Education 
Team at the High Commission of Canada. In this role, she is focused on broadening 
Canada’s economic footprint in the UK market as it transitions from Brexit through 
supporting both trade promotion and trade policy opportunities, including the 
ongoing Canada-UK FTA negotiations. Previously in her foreign service career, 
Laura promoted Canada’s economic ambitions in the Russian Federation (2011-
2014) and the United States of America (2015-2019). A graduate of the University 
of Winnipeg, Laura is currently pursuing an MA at King’s College London in 

International Political Economy.  

Sarolta Csete, Canadian Media Producers Association 

Sarolta manages the CMPA’s mentorship programs, leads the organization’s 
international initiatives and lands support in corporate affairs. Working closely with 
members and up-and-coming producers, Sarolta is responsible for researching 
funding opportunities and developing mentorship programs that assist both 
independent production companies and emerging talent. She also leads the 
organization’s international development and outreach, ensuring that members 
have access to information and resources to strengthen their international business 
development strategies. Having worked with the CMPA since the early 2000s, she 

has worn many hats, from designer to webmaster and beyond. Sarolta graduated from the University 
of Ottawa with a degree in communications. 

10:15 – 10:35   |   Canadian screen sector overview 

Valerie Creighton, President and CEO of Canada Media Fund 

Valerie Creighton, President and CEO of Canada Media Fund, will provide an update 
of the Canadian screen sector and opportunities for UK collaboration. 

Valerie Creighton is an industry leader in arts, culture and media, recognized for 
reenergizing some of the country’s most important organizations in the sector over 
the last thirty-five years. An expert in organizational change, Valerie has been 
recognized as a visionary in promoting Canada’s cultural wealth. 

Currently serving as President and CEO of the Canada Media Fund, Valerie positions 
Canadian programming at the forefront in world markets advocating successful, innovative Canadian 
content and software applications for current and emerging digital platforms. Valerie has taken part in 
foreign trade missions and is regularly called upon to present the CMF model internationally.  

Valerie was invested into the Saskatchewan Order of Merit in 2016 and the Order of Canada in 2019. 
She was recognized in 2017 by Women in Television and Film Vancouver for her major contribution to 



 
promoting gender equality in media, was bestowed the Honorary Maverick Award at the 2017 Female 
Eye Film Festival and received C21’s 2020 Content Canada Impact Award. Most recently in October 
2021, she was named by The Hollywood Reporter as One of the 20 Most Powerful Women in Global 
Entertainment. 

Valerie holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts from the University of Saskatchewan, has served on a variety of 
regional, national, and international juries and boards and has produced radio dramas for the CBC in 
Saskatchewan, where she owns and operates the Red Horse Ranch. 

10:35 – 10:55   |   UK screen sector overview 

Dawn McCarthy-Simpson MBE, PACT 

Dawn McCarthy-Simpson MBE, Managing Director of Business Development & 
Global Strategy at PACT, will share a post-COVID, post-Brexit update on the UK 
screen sector. 

Dawn is an international development expert with over 30 years of experience in 
the broadcast industry (television and radio); This includes Managing Director, 
Commercial Director and Broadcast Development Director roles at local, national 
and international television channels.  

As a pioneer of local TV, she launched one of the first local terrestrial TV channels in the UK, and later 
the launch of a second channel, which was the UK's first short film channel which aired on the Sky 
platform. In her final year she successfully launched the channel into a further seven European countries. 

Not satisfied with having experienced both in TV & Radio, Dawn also ventured into the literary world 
when she became a published author with her best selling non fiction book in June 2006. 

Dawn was appointed a Member of the Order of the British Empire for services to Exports in the 2017 
Queen’s Birthday Honours. 

Currently Dawn leads on the international strategy at Pact. Creating strategic opportunities and 
activating projects which enhance global exploitation for the UK TV sector. 

 

11:00 – 11:15   |   Break 

 

11:15 – 12:00    |   Telling Our Stories – Representation in the Screen Sector 

Join us for a conversation on how to facilitate equitable representation in the screen sector with panelists 
from the Black Screen Office, the Indigenous Screen Office, the Creative Diversity Network, and the 
BBC. 

Panel resources: 

• ON-SCREEN PROTOCOLS & PATHWAYS: A Media Production Guide to Working with First Nations, 
Métis and Inuit Communities,Cultures, Concepts and Stories 

• Creative Diversity Network Diamond resources 

https://iso-bea.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/On-Screen-Protocols-Pathways.pdf
https://iso-bea.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/On-Screen-Protocols-Pathways.pdf
https://creativediversitynetwork.com/diamond/


 
• Being Seen: Directives for Creating Authentic and Inclusive Content 
• Being Counted: Canadian Race-based Audience Survey 
• Being Heard: Black Canadians Working in the Screen Industries 
• Creative BC EDI Workforce Development - Creative Pathways 

Moderator: Prem Gill, Creative BC 

Prem Gill is Chief Executive Officer of Creative BC. The organization is designated 
by the Province of British Columbia to focus on uniting, sustaining and growing 
British Columbia’s dynamic and diverse creative sector including motion picture, 
music and sound recording, interactive and digital media, and magazine and book 
publishing. 

Prem has been named one of Canada’s 100 most powerful women, Vancouver 
Magazine’s “Power 50” and received the Community Catalyst award from the 

Greater Vancouver Board of Trade. She brings more than 20 years of experience from the digital media 
and entertainment industries to her current role as CEO, where she is responsible for delivering a wide 
range of programs and services that will expand B.C.’s creative economy to reach its economic, social 
and creative potential both at home and globally. 

Before Creative BC, Prem spent eight years with TELUS, most recently in the role of Director of 
Production & Original Programming. Her commitment to the advancement of B.C.’s creative economy 
can be seen through her achievements there, including the successful development and launch of the 
STORYHIVE program and TELUS Optik TV community channel. 

For many years, Prem has championed Canadian creativity as a representative and spokesperson to 
media, industry and government at all levels. Previous roles and responsibilities have included 
government and regulatory affairs, independent media consultation, cross-platform marketing, 
communications, research, public affairs and multicultural programming. 

Prem currently sits on the Board of Directors of The Bell Fund, a not-for-profit organization supporting 
Canadian Media content makers and on the Board of Directors for BC Tech Association, representing 
B.C.’s tech sector. 

Panelists: Joan Jenkinson, Black Screen Office; Kerry Swanson, Indigenous Screen Office; 
Deborah Williams OBE, Creative Diversity Network; Iyare Igiehon, Creative Diversity Partner, 
BBC 

Joan Jenkinson, Black Screen Office 

Joan is Co-Founder and Executive Director of the Black Screen Office where she 
works to empower Black Canadians working within the screen industries to thrive 
and share their stories. She is committed to making sector practices and policies 
equitable and free of anti-Black racism, and to work collaboratively with decision-
makers to ensure system-level change. 

Joan recently received the prestigious Afroglobal Television Excellence – Media 
Award for her exceptional work in Canada’s screen industries as a role model for 

youth and industry changemaker. 

https://www.beingseen.ca/
https://www.beingseen.ca/
https://beingcounted.ca/
https://www.beingheard.ca/
https://creativepathwayscanada.com/


 
Joan is a founding Partner/Producer at Artemis Pictures which is focused on developing and producing 
scripted content for television and the cinema for international audiences. 

Joan was Vice-President of Independent Production for VisionTV. She commissioned, developed and 
executive produced hundreds of hours of award-winning creative content in all genres for VisionTV. 

Joan spearheaded VisionTV’s ground-breaking DiverseTV/NSI initiative which gave some of Canada’s 
veteran Black producers and creatives their first opportunity to make a network TV show. This earned 
her a Visionary Award from the ReelWorld Film Festival.  

For five years, Joan served as Executive Director of Women in Film and Television - Toronto (WIFT 
Toronto), where she established professional development training and networking opportunities for 
women in screen-based media. 

Kerry Swanson, Indigenous Screen Office 

Kerry Swanson is the Chief Executive Officer of the Indigenous Screen Office (ISO), 
an independent funding organization serving First Nations, Inuit and Métis screen-
based creators across Canada. Kerry has led the organization’s rapid growth and 
initiated multiple public and private partnerships including with Netflix, Sundance, 
Amazon Studios, MIT, Canada Media Fund, Telefilm and the Government of 
Canada. Kerry is also co-founder and strategic advisor for Indigenous Fashion Arts 
Festival, a celebrated multi-platform biennial event in Toronto. She has served as 
both Board Chair and Executive Director of the imagineNATIVE Film and Media Arts 

Festival, the world’s largest presenter of Indigenous screen content, and has worked in leadership at 
provincial and municipal funding agencies. Kerry was born and raised in Chapleau, northern Ontario, in 
a family of Cree/Ojibwe, Irish and French heritage. She is a member of Michipicoten First Nation with 
familial ties to Chapleau Cree First Nation. 

Deborah Williams, OBE, Creative Diversity Network 

Since 2016, Deborah has been the Chief Executive of Creative Diversity Network, 
the membership body funded by the UK’s major broadcasters, and production 
community. Its aims are to support the UK television industry to promote, celebrate 
and share good practice around the diversity agenda.  

With over 30 years’ experience working above and below the line in television, film 
and theatre, as well as policy development across the wider creative and cultural 
industries. She is the architect and designer of the BFI Diversity standards that 

were adopted by The Oscars and BAFTA in 2020.  

As well as sitting on panels and steering groups for a many organisations, Deborah is known in her own 
right as an artist provocateur having won awards and nominations nationally and internationally. Her 
work in theatre is acknowledged as a catalyst for challenge and change in perceptions of disability and 
difference.  

In 2019 she was awarded the Lifetime Achievement award from Inclusive Companies for her body of 
work in the area of diversity and culture. She is a Disabled Powerlister 2018, 2019 & 2022. In June 2022 
Deborah was awarded an OBE in the Queens Platinum Jubilee Birthday honours, for services to diversity 
in arts and creative industries. 



 
Iyare Igiehon, Creative Diversity Partner, BBC 

Iyare Igiehon is Creative Diversity Partner at the BBC. In this role he is responsible 
for supporting the commissioning teams and independent suppliers to drive 
change, increase representation and ensure the BBC delivers against its strategic 
goals and public purpose with a particular focus on the BBC’s 20% diversity target 
and commitment to £100m of diverse programming. His specific remit covers 
scripted TV content and Radio and Music. 

His career has taken in a number roles often with a focus on black culture and 
entertainment. This has meant everything from curating the DJ music promo title Streetbeats for the 
CD Pool to singles review column for the New Nation Newspaper and a stint as audio editor at black 
culture website darkerthanblue.com.  

Whilst he is perhaps best known for his work in radio as a presenter including shows for BBC 1Xtra, BBC 
6Music and BBC Radio 2 he has also worked extensively as a producer. His work in this area ranges 
from ongoing series for BBC radio, one-off documentaries, regular guest appearances and radio 
advertising for the UK arm of BET. He is also an experienced voice over artist and live event host having 
hosted a wide range of music, comedy, film and awards events.  

Iyare programmed the BFI’s Future Film educational filmmaking sessions at the BFI Southbank for three 
years before joining the BFI’s diversity department where he performed the role of Inclusion Events and 
Partnerships Executive. 

In 2014 he cofounded S.O.U.L. an organisation that advocates for BAME practitioners in British film and 
television and in 2019 led a consortium of Black film organisations in launching a new Black British film 
festival, S.O.U.L. Fest. In 2022 completed its fourth annual festival. 

12:00 – 12:45   |   ‘How to Co-Pro’ – A Guide to Canada-UK Co-Production 

Moderator: Anna Mansi, British Film Institute 

Anna Mansi, the BFI’s Head of Certification, will lead a discussion with producers 
from British Columbia and Wales on their current co-production project, including 
do’s and don’ts and helpful tips for a successful partnership. 

As Head of Certification, Anna works closely with key stakeholders in government 
and across the Screen Sectors to provide advice and guidance on the application 
processes for all of the cultural tests, co-production treaties and policies relating 
to all of the Creative Sector tax reliefs for film, High-end, Animation Television, 

Children’s Television and Video Games. Anna regularly speaks on panels at conferences and events to 
promote the tax reliefs such as the Children’s Media Conference, the Develop Games conference and 
many others. In addition Anna has organised BFI led seminars and events for all the Screen Sectors. 

Anna is a Board member for the Content Board of the FOCUS Conference. She is in the GI Biz 100 
women in the UK Games Industry and is a trustee for the Video Games industry’s charity ‘Games Aid’ 
and an ambassador for AutisticaPlay the video games arm of the charity Autistica, She is also a Patron 
for Safe in Our World, the video games industry mental health charity. She is a member of BAFTA, the 
Production Guild of Great Britain and Women in Film and TV. 



 
Panelists: Tina Pehme & Kim Roberts, Sepia Films; Nora Ostler Spiteri & Gethin Scourfield, 
Triongl 

Tina Pehme, Sepia Films 

As Co-CEO and creative partner with Kim Roberts in Sepia Films, one of 
Vancouver’s premier independent production houses, Tina Pehme has spent the 
last two decades producing entertaining and thought-provoking films and 
developing a vast network of international partners.  

With an extensive background in on-set production, Pehme brings a particular 
talent for casting, managing crew, creating production budgets and anticipating 
logistical challenges, coupled with an innate sense of how a script will translate 

onscreen.  

Specializing international co-productions Pehme & Roberts films have built relationships around the 
world and screened films at dozens of international film festivals. Their films have been released by 
Disney, Fox, Warner Bros., NBC Universal, EOne, Seville Pictures, Sundance Selects, HBO, Netflix, Hulu 
and Amazon. The team has produced content in Canada, the US, Mexico, Latin America, India, China, 
Ireland, Italy and Scandinavia. 

Her recent work includes the recent Canada/Mexico co production Sugar, released by Amazon Prime 
Video; the award-winning Canada/Argentina/Italy co-production The Games Maker which premiered at 
Sundance; In Their Skin, which premiered at Tribeca; the multiple award-winning Canada/Ireland co-
production A Shine Of Rainbows, which debuted at TIFF; and Partition, an epic romance shot on location 
in India.  

In addition to her work on feature films, Pehme has produced numerous theatrical documentaries and 
co-manages Honalee Entertainment, which produces a consistent slate of high-quality, issue-driven TV 
movies. 

Kim Roberts, Sepia Films 

Kim Roberts founded Vancouver-based Sepia Films with Tina Pehme in 2003, with 
a mandate to make films that would engage and entertain audiences the world 
over. 

Since then, Roberts and Pehme have produced over 25 films including the award-
winning Canada/Ireland co-production A Shine of Rainbows, Partition, an 
internationally shot co-production with India, and the 3D extravaganza The Games 
Maker, a Canada/Argentina/Italy co-production for Disney. His recent work 

includes the recent Canada/Mexico co-production Sugar, released by Amazon Prime Video. Roberts' 
films have debuted at TIFF, Sundance and Tribeca, and have been sold to Walt Disney Pictures, eOne, 
20th Century Fox, Warner Home Video, NBC Universal, Sundance Selects, HBO, and Netflix. Roberts 
and Pehme also oversee a robust television division under the Honalee Entertainment banner and have 
produced numerous feature documentaries, including The Boy From Geita, which earned a special 
screening at the United Nations. 

Prior to his producing career, Roberts spent over twenty years practicing law and managing the boutique 
entertainment law firm Roberts & Stahl. Roberts has decades of experience negotiating contracts, 



 
structuring co-productions, and managing personnel, while also taking a lead role on the creative side. 
Roberts also served as co-chair of the Canadian Media Producers Association, BC Branch. 

Nora Ostler Spiteri, Triongl 

Nora Ostler Spiteri is Executive Producer at Triongl. Nora has recently Executive 
Produced Y Golau/The Light in the Hall (written by Regina Moriarty, starring 
Alex Roach, Joanna Scanlan and Iwan Rheon) (S4C/Channel4/Sundance Now). 
While growing Triongl’s curated slate she has worked towards developing the 
innovation side of the business with creative collaboration tool, Tri. 

She has a particular expertise in producing back-to-back series: In 2017 she 
Produced the first series of Keeping Faith/Un Bore Mercher for S4C/BBC Wales 
– starring BAFTA Wales winner Eve Myles. In 2016 she Produced the third series 

of Fiction Factory’s prestigious drama series Hinterland/Y Gwyll — winner of CINE Golden Eagle Award 
and Best Drama at the Celtic Media Festival. 

She has also produced Triongl’s inaugural 4-parter Pili Pala (S4C/All3Media) and 55 episodes of popular 
returning S4C drama series Gwaith Cartref for Fiction Factory - Celtic Media Festival’s Best Drama 
(2013). 

Gethin Scourfield, Triongl 

Gethin Scourfield is Executive Producer at Triongl. Gethin has been working in the 
television and film industry since the early 80s. He was co-founder of successful 
Welsh production companies Criw Byw and Boda before joining the BBC as an 
Executive Producer in 2001. After leaving the BBC in 2006 he worked as a 
freelance Producer and Director developing and producing music and drama 
projects for a number of independent companies as well as the BBC.  

From 2011-2016 he produced the first two series of international hit detective 
drama Hinterland/Y Gwyll (BBC4/S4C/A3M International). In 2017 he produced The Miniaturist (BBC1/ 
WGBH) a two-part adaptation of the eponymous best-selling novel by Jessie Burton. Gethin was acting 
Commissioning Editor for drama at S4C in 2017/2018, where he was Executive Producer on Keeping 
Faith (S4C/BBC), Bang! (S4C/BBC) and Hidden (S4C/BBC4). He joined Triongl in July 2018. Most 
recently he was Executive Producer on Y Golau/The Light in The Hall (C4/S4C/Sundance /APC). 

 

12:45 – 14:00   |   Networking lunch 

 

14:00 – 15:30   |    B2B meetings (room 1) & roundtables (room 2) 

 

Delegates will be allocated a meeting schedule to connect with other producers interested in co-
production opportunities. Other delegates not in scheduled meetings are invited to meet with 
organisations in the roundtable area, to learn about their programs and how they could help your co-
pro project. 



 
 

Roundtables (room 2) 

BRITISH FILM INSTITUTE (BFI) 

The BFI Certification Unit is the first point of contact for applicants wanting to 
qualify their film (including shorts and docs), high-end television programme, 
animation television programme, children’s television programme or video game as 
British in order to access the UK’s creative sector tax reliefs for each of these 
sectors. worth up to 25% of UK expenditure. The Certification Unit offers advice and 
guidance on the qualification process for the creative sector cultural tests or the 
UK’s Bi-lateral Co-production agreements and the European Convention on 
Cinematographic Co-production for film and television. 

 

Chantel Burrell, UK, BFI 

 Chantel Burrell is a film certification analyst in the BFI Certification Unit. She has 
been part of the unit for over 20 years assessing and providing guidance on the 
Cultural Test for Film and official co-production treaties. She worked at the 
Department for Culture, Media and Sport and the UK Film Council. Has spoken at 
events for the BFI Network Hubs, the Doc Society and conducted 121 sessions at 
festivals and conferences including TIFF, Berlin, Munich and Cannes. 

 

Anna Mansi, UK, British Film Institute 

Anna Mansi, the BFI’s Head of Certification, will lead a discussion with producers 
from British Columbia and Wales on their current co-production project, including 
do’s and don’ts and helpful tips for a successful partnership. 

As Head of Certification, Anna works closely with key stakeholders in government 
and across the Screen Sectors to provide advice and guidance on the application 
processes for all of the cultural tests, co-production treaties and policies relating 
to all of the Creative Sector tax reliefs for film, High-end, Animation Television, 

Children’s Television and Video Games. Anna regularly speaks on panels at conferences and events to 
promote the tax reliefs such as the Children’s Media Conference, the Develop Games conference and 
many others. In addition Anna has organised BFI led seminars and events for all the Screen Sectors. 

Anna is a Board member for the Content Board of the FOCUS Conference. She is in the GI Biz 100 
women in the UK Games Industry and is a trustee for the Video Games industry’s charity ‘Games Aid’ 
and an ambassador for AutisticaPlay the video games arm of the charity Autistica, She is also a Patron 
for Safe in Our World, the video games industry mental health charity. She is a member of BAFTA, the 
Production Guild of Great Britain and Women in Film and TV. 

 



 
BLACK SCREEN OFFICE (BSO) 

The Black Screen Office (BSO) works independently and in collaboration with screen 
industry decision-makers and creators to make Canada’s screen industries 
equitable and free of anti-Black racism. Through ground-breaking research, 
innovative workforce initiatives and education and advocacy, the BSO creates and 
supports opportunities for Black Canadians to have thriving careers in the screen 
industries and to share their onscreen stories globally. 

Joan Jenkinson, Canada, Black Screen Office 

Joan is Co-Founder and Executive Director of the Black Screen Office where she 
works to empower Black Canadians working within the screen industries to thrive 
and share their stories. She is committed to making sector practices and policies 
equitable and free of anti-Black racism, and to work collaboratively with decision-
makers to ensure system-level change. 

Joan recently received the prestigious Afroglobal Television Excellence – Media 
Award for her exceptional work in Canada’s screen industries as a role model for 

youth and industry changemaker. 

Joan is a founding Partner/Producer at Artemis Pictures which is focused on developing and producing 
scripted content for television and the cinema for international audiences. 

Joan was Vice-President of Independent Production for VisionTV. She commissioned, developed and 
executive produced hundreds of hours of award-winning creative content in all genres for VisionTV. 

Joan spearheaded VisionTV’s ground-breaking DiverseTV/NSI initiative which gave some of Canada’s 
veteran Black producers and creatives their first opportunity to make a network TV show. This earned 
her a Visionary Award from the ReelWorld Film Festival.  

For five years, Joan served as Executive Director of Women in Film and Television - Toronto (WIFT 
Toronto), where she established professional development training and networking opportunities for 
women in screen-based media. 

  



 
CREATIVE BC 

Creative BC is British Columbia's creative industry catalyst supporting the 
province's creative sector to reach its economic, social, environmental and creative 
potential. The organization manages grant programs, tax incentives and operates 
the film commission services. 

Prem Gill, Canada, Creative BC 

Prem Gill is Chief Executive Officer of Creative BC. The organization is designated 
by the Province of British Columbia to focus on uniting, sustaining and growing 
British Columbia’s dynamic and diverse creative sector including motion picture, 
music and sound recording, interactive and digital media, and magazine and book 
publishing. 

Prem has been named one of Canada’s 100 most powerful women, Vancouver 
Magazine’s “Power 50” and received the Community Catalyst award from the 

Greater Vancouver Board of Trade. She brings more than 20 years of experience from the digital media 
and entertainment industries to her current role as CEO, where she is responsible for delivering a wide 
range of programs and services that will expand B.C.’s creative economy to reach its economic, social 
and creative potential both at home and globally. 

Before Creative BC, Prem spent eight years with TELUS, most recently in the role of Director of 
Production & Original Programming. Her commitment to the advancement of B.C.’s creative economy 
can be seen through her achievements there, including the successful development and launch of the 
STORYHIVE program and TELUS Optik TV community channel. 

For many years, Prem has championed Canadian creativity as a representative and spokesperson to 
media, industry and government at all levels. Previous roles and responsibilities have included 
government and regulatory affairs, independent media consultation, cross-platform marketing, 
communications, research, public affairs and multicultural programming. 

Prem currently sits on the Board of Directors of The Bell Fund, a not-for-profit organization supporting 
Canadian Media content makers and on the Board of Directors for BC Tech Association, representing 
B.C.’s tech sector. 

 

 

 

  



 
INDIGENOUS SCREEN OFFICE (ISO) 

The Indigenous Screen Office (ISO) is an independent national advocacy and 
funding organization serving First Nations, Inuit and Métis creators of screen 
content in Canada. The ISO’s mandate is to foster and support narrative sovereignty 
and cultural revitalization by increasing Indigenous storytelling on screens and 
promoting Indigenous values and participation across the sector. 

Kerry Swanson, Canada, Indigenous Screen Office 

Kerry Swanson is the Chief Executive Officer of the Indigenous Screen Office (ISO), 
an independent funding organization serving First Nations, Inuit and Métis screen-
based creators across Canada. Kerry has led the organization’s rapid growth and 
initiated multiple public and private partnerships including with Netflix, Sundance, 
Amazon Studios, MIT, Canada Media Fund, Telefilm and the Government of 
Canada. Kerry is also co-founder and strategic advisor for Indigenous Fashion Arts 
Festival, a celebrated multi-platform biennial event in Toronto. She has served as 
both Board Chair and Executive Director of the imagineNATIVE Film and Media Arts 

Festival, the world’s largest presenter of Indigenous screen content, and has worked in leadership at 
provincial and municipal funding agencies. Kerry was born and raised in Chapleau, northern Ontario, in 
a family of Cree/Ojibwe, Irish and French heritage. She is a member of Michipicoten First Nation with 
familial ties to Chapleau Cree First Nation. 

Nicole Robertson, Canada, Indigenous Screen Office 

 Nicole Robertson has dedicated her life to creating awareness about Indigenous 
Peoples through the media. Nicole’s career has taken her across North America 
and the United Kingdom, writing, directing, producing, and reporting on issues that 
encompass Indigenous communities. Her on-air work experiences include working 
with the Aboriginal Peoples Television Network (APTN), A-Channel, Global and CTV 
in the capacity as of reporter, video journalist, producer, anchor, associate 
producer and writer. In 2000, Nicole created and established “Muskwa Productions 
& Consulting”, which specializes in communication advisory services that include 

media and public relations, media training, marketing, social media, event and video productions, public 
speaking, speech writing, cross-cultural communications training and strategies. Muskwa Productions is 
assisting businesses, governments, First Nations and industries in their communication strategies to 
create a true reflection of their values and stories through news, storytelling and social media. Nicole is 
known for her strong leadership skills and has spoken at national conferences on entrepreneurship, 
communications and the media. She has made many bridges between the Indigenous and non-
Indigenous communities to create opportunities for her colleagues, Indigenous leadership and business 
leaders. In 2009, Nicole’s company was recognized through the Alberta Chamber of Commerce as the 
Aboriginal Woman Entrepreneur Award of Distinction. The award recognizes the outstanding 
achievement by an Indigenous woman entrepreneur who exemplifies effective leadership, innovation, 
and commitment to enhancing the well-being of the larger Indigenous community. Nicole Robertson 
was profiled in a book entitled, “Phenomenal Female Entrepreneurs” by Second Story Press. The 
business leader served as a member of the First Nations Women’s Council on Economic Security through 
the Province of Alberta and was able to achieve several milestones with the very first team of Indigenous 
women to advise the Minister of Indigenous Relations. Nicole was also the first Indigenous woman to be 



 
a Board Member with Travel Alberta, which is under Culture and Tourism Ministry through the Province 
of Alberta. 

 

REELWORLD SCREEN INSTITUTE 

Reelworld Screen Institute, Canada 

 

Founded by Tonya Williams in 2000, the Reelworld Screen Institute (non-profit) 
and Reelworld Foundation (charity) are groundbreaking advocacy organizations in 
Canada that draw attention to the lack of racially diverse and indigenous talent in 
mainstream media - both in front of and behind the screen. 

Reelworld is one of the largest national platform dedicated to changing the face of 
the media landscape by empowering and showcasing Canadians identifying as 
Black, Indigenous, Asian, and People of Colour in the screen-based industries. 

Reelworld Screen Institute has selected eight delegates to attend Content London, providing them with 
passes to the internationally renowned market and a travel stipend to offset the cost which is often a 
barrier of access for racially diverse emerging Producers trying to get their projects off the ground. 

Delegate profiles available here. 

 

Société de développement des entreprises culturelles (SODEC) 

The Société de développement des entreprises culturelles (SODEC) is a government 
corporation overseen by the Québec’s Minister of Culture and Communication. 
SODEC is mandated to promote and support the development Québec’s cultural 
industry at home and abroad. The corporation is instrumental in making businesses 
more competitive by fostering the export and distribution of their works. 

Louise Lantagne, Canada, SODEC 

Louise Lantagne was appointed President and CEO of the Société de 
développement des entreprises culturelles (SODEC) on March 19, 2018. 
Prior to this, from 2014 to 2018, she served as Vice-President of Fiction (Feature 
Film and Television Series) and Executive Producer at Attraction Images. Louise 
Lantagne joined Société Radio-Canada in 1999, successively holding the positions 
of Head of Canadian Feature Films, Director of Feature Film and Drama, and 
Executive Director of Radio. In 2008, she became the Executive Director of 
Television, where she oversaw general programming and in-house production of a 

wide range of content (drama, variety, youth, sports, awards shows, etc.). She remained in this role 
until 2014. Between 1991 and 1999, Louise Lantagne worked at SODEC as a project manager and 
content team manager. 

https://cmpa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/RSI-CMPA-Roundtable-Content-London-2022.pdf


 
 
She has a bachelor’s degree in law from the Université de Montréal (1980–1983) and in French literature 
from McGill University (1974–1977), where she was awarded the Governor General’s Gold Medal. Louise 
Lantagne is a member of the Barreau du Québec. 

Elaine Dumont, Canada, SODEC 

After university and a career in independent film production, Élaine Dumont joined 
SODEC in 2007 as a cinema content analyst and team leader. In 2013 she was 
given the mandate as Director of International Affairs in cinema and television to 
promote and support production and exportation, to raise the visibility of Québec 
cinema and to coordinate international relations in collaboration with its 
governmental partners. In 2015, this mandate was expanded to include the 
cultural sectors of book publishing, arts and crafts, music and variety. 

 

TELEFILM CANADA 

Telefilm is dedicated to the cultural, commercial and industrial success of Canada’s 
audiovisual industry. Through funding and promotion programs, Telefilm supports 
dynamic companies and creative talent at home and around the world. Telefilm also 
makes recommendations regarding the certification of audiovisual treaty 
coproductions to the Minister of Canadian Heritage, and administers the programs 
of the Canada Media Fund. Launched in 2012, the Talent Fund accepts private 
donations to principally support emerging talent. Visit telefilm.ca and follow us on 
Twitter at twitter.com/telefilm_canada and on Facebook at 
facebook.com/telefilmcanada.  

Jeremy Spry, Canada, Telefilm Canada 

National Director, CMF Program Administrator at CMF since January 2020, Jeremy 
has always been an active and passionate supporter of the Canadian entertainment 
industry.   

Spry previously worked at Montreal-based prodco DATSIT Sphère as VP of business 
affairs and executive producer. While at DATSIT he negotiated option rights, 
including Thea Lim’s novel An Ocean of Minutes, and served as an executive 
producer on Sphère Média Plus’ CTV medical drama Transplant. He also led 

business affairs at Muse Entertainment and served on the CMPA’s board of directors. He held early legal 
positions with CBC/Radio-Canada and Just for Laughs. 

Spry holds a political science degree from McGill and law degrees from Université de Montréal and Oxford 
University. He also completed the HEC-TVA program in film and television management.    

 

15:30 – 17:00    |      Networking reception 

 


