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Government Relations
City of Vancouver 
Motion Picture Leadership Group
The CMPA, along with Creative BC, MPPIA, DGC-BC, the BC Council of Film Unions and the 
Motion Picture Association of Canada, is part of a new stakeholder group called the Motion 
Picture Leadership Group with the City of Vancouver. The new group will consult quarterly with 
representatives from key city departments, with the goal of increasing collaboration with the city’s 
film office and managers and creating long-term industry sustainability. 

Deputy Minister’s 
Motion Picture Steering Committee
Initiated in 2017 by the Deputy Minister of Tourism, Arts and Culture, this government-industry 
committee meets quarterly to discuss key issues currently facing the film and television industry.  
CMPA-BC participates alongside members of MPPIA, including labour representatives and the 
MPA/US Studios and Netflix. Issues discussed at the most recent meeting included future growth of 
the industry, development of a training strategy and implementation of the pre-certification process 
to the BC Production Services Tax Credit program.

Meetings with Candidates 
in 2019 Federal Election
CMPA-BC staff and members of the Government Relations Committee met with two candidates in 
advance of the October federal election to discuss key issues facing BC’s independent production 
industry. CMPA National Board member Brian Hamilton met with Liberal Vancouver Granville 
candidate Taleeb Noormohamed, and Liz Shorten and CMPA-BC Branch Council Co-Chair Kim 
Roberts met with Conservative Abbotsford MP Ed Fast. Key issues raised included OTTs contributing 
to the Canadian industry, the ongoing importance of a strong independent production sector and 
the lack of federal funding to BC.



Export/Industry Development
The staff at CMPA-BC are working to bring a full slate of professional 
development and industry programming to members this fall. Check out 
some of our programs:

Recent

VIFF – Meet the Decision Makers
CMPA-BC recently partnered with VIFF to present a panel of featured broadcasters and streamers 
as they talked about their commissioning strategies and priorities. The event was followed by the 
Pacific Screenwriting Program’s “Meet the Showrunners” panel, and a networking reception.

Pitching to the US Workshops
LA-based consultant Carole Kirschner led two sold-out pitching workshops and several 
one-on-one consultation meetings for members in October. These free workshops and meetings 
helped prepare producers for pitching to US studios and potential partners. Carole is a former 
studio executive now working with writers and producers to boost their careers, and has recently 
worked with CBS, WGA, and the DGC.

Discoverability Tour 
This discoverability tool roadshow touched down in Vancouver on October 30, providing tools and 
techniques with two different levels of workshops.

FactualWEST
Returning for the fourth year on November 1-2 with an expanded two-day event, FactualWEST 
provided a one-of-a-kind conference for producers and crew working in factual, lifestyle, reality 
and documentary television. 



Reel Green Sustainable Production Forum
CMPA-BC supported the 2019 Sustainable Production Forum on November 1-2 at Emily Carr 
University. The Sustainable Production Forum brought together professionals from across the sector to 
focus on the issue of sustainability in the motion picture and entertainment industry, with informative, 
engaging and inspiring content aimed at sharing best practices and driving change to reduce 
waste and the environmental footprint of the industry.

Producing Impact Documentaries
CMPA-BC partnered with DOC-BC and Good Pitch Vancouver to present a panel and 
masterclass on understanding and unpacking documentary impact distribution and impact 
campaigns in Canada.

Upcoming

Academy Talks: Success
November 14

Save the date for the morning of November 14, when CMPA-BC partners with the Academy 
of Canadian Cinema and Television to bring Academy Talks: Success to Vancouver. The talks 
feature in-depth discussions with leading independent industry executives who are taking risks 
and innovating in order to stay ahead of the curve.

Tickets available here.

Cameron Sisters Q&A and Roundtable
November 15 and 16

Pacific Screenwriting Program and CMPA-BC present two events with Amy and Tassie Cameron 
(Mary Kills People for Global/Lifetime and the critically acclaimed CBC comedy Little Dog), one of 
Canada’s most dynamic TV writing, producing and showrunning teams.

Q&A tickets for $5 here.

Email vancouver@cmpa.ca to book a spot for the roundtable.

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/academy-talks-success-vancouver-tickets-77398618351
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/cameron-sisters-qa-tickets-79002507627
mailto:vancouver%40cmpa.ca?subject=


First Time to Prime Time
January 29-31, 2020

In order to ensure a strong representation of BC production talent 
at the CMPA’s Prime Time in Ottawa conference, CMPA-BC 
is once again offering registration and travel support to up to 
seven BC members. Support will be awarded on a first-come, 
first-served basis for members who have not attended Prime Time 
previously. Prime Time in Ottawa 2020 will run from 
January 29 to January 31. To express interest, please email 
vancouver@cmpa.ca.

Market Mentorships
Members can apply now for the Market Mentorship 
Matching Program, a new initiative designed to assist 
CMPA-BC members who are seeking to attend a major 
international market. Mentees will be partnered with an 
experienced Mentor who can help guide them through their 
market experience. Applications for both mentors and mentees 
are now open.

Our market mentors and mentees will: 

• Meet at least once, prior to the market, in person.

• Meet at least once, after the market, in person.

• Communicate by email, text or phone to answer questions 
prior to and during the market, on a reasonable basis.

Markets eligible for the program are Content London, Realscreen 
Summit, Kidscreen Summit, and EFM-Berlin.  Following the 
market, the mentor will receive a $1,000 honorarium from 
CMPA-BC. Both participants will also need to complete a 
short follow-up survey. To qualify as a mentor, you should have 
attended the specific market at least twice. To qualify as a 
mentee, you should be attending the specific market for the first 
time. To apply to be a mentor or a mentee, click on this link.

mailto:vancouver%40cmpa.ca?subject=
https://cmpa.ca/cmpa-bc/market-mentorship-matching-program/#apply


Welcome New Members
We welcomed the following new members to the CMPA-BC this fall:

Kelly&Kelly Creative Inc 
kellykelly.ca

Michael, Evrensel & Pawar LLP 
meplaw.ca

Infinity Filmed Entertainment Group 
infinityfilms.ca

Vladolena Pictures Inc 
vladolena.ca

Black Moon Media 
blackmoonmedia.ca

Piramide Productions 
piramideproductions.com

My Precious Pictures Inc 
mypreciouspix.com

Screen Door Entertainment

Sheep Crossing Inc

Other upcoming industry events:

Nov 14–17, 2019 Vancouver South Asian Film Festival

Nov 23, 2019  UBCP / ACTRA Awards

Dec 4–8, 2019  Whistler Film Festival

http://kellykelly.ca/
http://www.meplaw.ca/
http://infinityfilms.ca/
http://www.vladolena.ca/
https://www.blackmoonmedia.ca/
https://www.piramideproductions.com/
https://mypreciouspix.com/
https://form.jotform.com/93016621587257
https://visaff.ca/
http://www.ubcp.com/awards/
https://whistlerfilmfestival.com/


Industrial Relations
Labour Consultations
Over two days in June, CMPA-BC Industrial Relations staff attended BC labour consultations in Los 
Angeles with the Hollywood studios and representatives from UBCP/ACTRA, the BC Council of Film 
Unions and DGC British Columbia. The employer associations and the unions did a general scan of 
the BC production environment and discussed occupational health and safety matters and the general 
functioning of the current collective agreements in the middle of the 2018-2021 term.

UBCP Animation and ACFC Collective Agreements
The 2017-2020 UBCP/ACTRA British Columbia Animation Agreement and the ACFC Collective 
Agreement will be up for renewal next year, and CMPA-BC’s Industrial Relations staff have been 
conducting outreach with our members in preparation for bargaining. If your company is using the 
Animation Agreement or working with the ACFC, the CMPA would like to hear from you. 
Please contact Jason Lee or Marsha Newbery to arrange a meeting.

BC Motion Picture Industry 
Hours of Service Pilot Project
CMPA-BC has been working with Creative BC, Teamsters 155, ACFC West, the DGC-BC and the US 
studios to educate employers and production staff on the BC Motion Picture Industry Hours of Service 
Pilot Project, launched on April 2, 2019, by the BC Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure. Information 
sessions were held throughout the summer. For more information about Hours of Service, or to find out 
about an upcoming information session, please contact the BC Industrial Relations department.

Motion Picture Community Initiative
The MPCI gives back to communities that are most impacted by filming in BC. Over the summer, the 
CMPA-BC supported community appreciation events in Vancouver’s Chinatown, Abbotsford and Maple 
Ridge. The MPCI also launched the Film in Focus Industry-Municipal Partnership series this September at 
the Union of BC Municipalities Conference. Over the coming months, this new series will bring industry 
experts and support directly to municipal film offices and city councils around the Lower Mainland for the 
mutual benefit of a healthy, sustainable and thriving film and television industry. 
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